
The Chess Library 

The University Centre Hastings (UCH) was approached in 2003 and asked to house the English Chess 

Federations (ECF) collections.  Previously the collections had been housed at the Templeman Library 

at the University of Kent, but had not been catalogued or available for viewing.  However, by 2003 it 

was in packed up and housed in various places around Hastings.  The ECF were keen that the 

collection was housed and available for viewing in Hastings as their Head Office is situated in Battle 

and the annual Chess Tournament, now International Chess Tournament, has taken place in Hastings 

since 1893. 

In 2003 the UCH building was under construction and it was felt the library should concentrate on 

building up the stock based on the requirements of the partners and students.  However, when 

approached again in 2005 there was a willingness on part of the University of Brighton’s Senior 

Management Team (SMT) to take on this collection.  The room identified for the collection was an 

unused room within the library; it met the requirements of the ECF in that it was secure and could 

be accessed by members of the ECF who wished to view the collection. 

An agreement was entered into between the ECF and University which was signed on 21 March 

2006.  The agreement states that the either party would need to give 3 months’ notice for the 

collection to be removed.  The ECF would be responsible for insuring the collection and all other 

costs involved with the collection.  The university are responsible for keeping the collection secure 

and attaching security tags, but could veto any further additions to the collection, which it has.  Both 

organisations would be responsible for ensuring links to each other’s website.   

The collection was made up of smaller collections donated by the great and good of the Chess world.  

A few of the collections were to be kept intact due to their importance within the chess world, any 

subsequent additions would only be accepted on the bases of no duplication, unless it was a 

particularly important collection, which would come in its entirety.  There are a number of small 

collections of books, possibly 2,000 volumes, currently waiting to be added to the collection. 

Space was made available in the room and the collection arrived.  Over the next few months the 

library staff emptied the boxes and shelved the collection.  This including boxing up and organising 

loose papers and artefacts.  The university then employed a cataloguer, who spent about 10 months 

imputing all the resources on to the University Library Management System (LMS).  

Following the cataloguing of the collection it was promoted via both websites, through a high profile 

official opening, articles in the local paper and national magazines as well as annually at the 

International Chess Tournament held in Hastings. 

The collection was housed in the library until the summer of 2012 when the library had a major 

refurbishment, as part of the overall campus estate changes.  This resulted in the chess room being 

lost and the collection was rehoused in rolling stacks in the library basement store on a temporary 

basis.  Due to the Health and Safety as well as security issues the collection was no longer open to 

view by ECF members.  To date it has not been possible to find alternative accommodation on 

campus.  It was hoped that with the addition of a third building a larger space may be available for 

the library and therefore the collection.  However, the only possible space for the relocation of the 

library will not be sufficient to house the collection as well as allow for the projected growth of 



courses and students, 2000 by 2020.  To offer access to the collection and to keep it secure the 

collection needs to be housed within the library space.  

The library has kept records of all visitors to the collection since January 2007: 

2007 49 including 41 for a special event for the tournament 

2008 44 including 11 from the tournament, 20 visits from the same person 

2009 38 including 7 from the tournament and 18 visits from the same person 

2010 15 including 4 from the tournament and 8 visits from the same person 

2011 32 including 6 from the tournament and 5 visits from the same person plus 6 visits from 

a man on holiday 

2012 8 including 2 from the tournament and 2 visits from the same man  

2013 4 speculative visits from the chess tournament 

2014 4  speculative visits from the chess tournament plus one who booked to view some 

Specific books. 

 

There has been a gradual decline in the numbers over the years, especially since the regular visitor 

finished researching his book.  There has been an ongoing issue over visitors from the tournament as 

this takes place during the Christmas vacation so they may only have a couple of days to visit 

between the end of the tournament and the library opening in January.  As these visitors just want 

to browse, they are particularly upset this is no longer possible.  It is also clear from conversations 

with these visitors they are disappointed with the lack of concern the ECF is showing over this issue. 

 

Approaches have been made to the local Public Library to see if the collection could be 

accommodated by them in there refurbishment plans.  However, as they are bringing a number of 

their services together this is not an option either. 

 

 Initially the library had a number of contacts within the ECF, but all of these contacts have now 

retired.   

 

 


